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Srinagar: In Jammu and
Kashmir’s first polling exerci-
se since becoming a Union Ter-
ritory, 280 newly delimited
constituencies across 20 dis-
tricts will go to the hustings in
eight phases, commencing 
November 28, to elect 14 repre-
sentatives each to their inau-
gural district development 
councils (DDC).

Elections to all vacant
posts in panchayats and urban
local bodies will be held simul-
taneously during the almost
month-long schedule that 
runs till December 22, J&K
election commissioner K K
Sharma announced in Jammu
on Wednesday. 

"With the announcement
of DDC polls, the model code of
conduct kicks in with immedi-
ate effect. The formal notifica-

tion for the first phase of elec-
tions will be issued on Thurs-
day," he said. "The expenditure
limit for the DDC polls has be-
en fixed at Rs 5 lakh for each
candidate. Someone contes-
ting the post of sarpanch can
spend a maximum of Rs 1lakh
while the limit for a panch seat
is Rs 50,000." 

EVMs will be used in all bo-
oths and postal ballots made
available to Covid-19 patients
in isolation, senior citizens
and those with medical condi-
tions that impair mobility.

"Based on feedback from
various agencies, we have
drawn up a security, Covid-sa-
fety plan. All concerns have be-
en taken into consideration,"
said Sharma, who was posted
as advisor to lieutenant gover-
nor Manoj Sinha before being
recently appointed the UT's
first election commissioner.

Sharma said electoral rolls
updated till January 1, 2020,
would be used for the DDC
polls. West Pakistan refugees
included in the rolls will vote
for the first time.

First Poll As UT,
Results On

December 22

J&K to vote for dist
councils from Nov 28

Saleem.Pandit@timesgroup.com

A BSF official checks documents of Kashmiri students as they return
to their colleges in Pakistan, at the Wagah border on Wednesday

New Delhi: The second batch of three Ra-
fale fighters touched down in India from
France on Wednesday night, joining the
first five jets that had arrived at the Ambala
airbase on July 29.

The three jets arrived at the Jamnagar
airbase in Gujarat after flying non-stop
from France, with mid-air refueling on the
way, at 8.14 pm. As per the delivery schedule,
three to four jets will reach India every two
to three months till all the 36 are delivered
under the Rs 59,000 crore deal inked with
France in September 2016.

The first five Rafales, which were for-
mally inducted into service at the Ambala
airbase on September 10, have conducted
“familiarisation sorties” in Ladakh amidst
the ongoing military confrontation in the
high-altitude region with China.

The 4.5-generation Rafales have a com-
bat range of 780-km to 1,650-km, without
mid-air refueling, depending on the nature
of their mission. The fighters are armed
with long stand-off weapons like the 
over 300-km range `Scalp’ air-to-ground
cruise missiles.

IAF chief Air Chief Marshal R K S Bha-
dauria had earlier declared that the twin-en-
gine Rafales will “intimidate and dominate
whenever and wherever” they are deployed.

IAF currently has deployed an “ade-
quate number” of front-line Sukhoi-30MKI,
Mirage-2000, MiG-29 and other fighters 
as well as Chinook heavy-lift and Apache 
attack helicopters in Ladakh as well as oth-
er stretches along the 3,488-km Line of Ac-
tual Control with China to cater for any 
contingency.

The Rafales, if required in an emergen-
cy, can also be combat deployed swiftly. The
Ambala and Hashimara airbases are even-
tually slated to house 18 Rafales each for the
western and eastern fronts.

Second batch of three
Rafale jets land in India 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Union go-
vernment has extended the
60% cap on deployment of
domestic flights by schedule
airlines till February 24, an
extension of a further three
months from the earlier de-
adline of November 24. This
means airlines can mount
up to 60% of the domestic
flights they had in pre-Co-
vid days. Last week, the av-
iation ministry had decided
to similarly extend domes-
tic fare caps till February 24.

“The 60% cap on domes-
tic capacity is till February
24, 2021. But it can be revi-
sed, if needed,” said a senior
aviation official. The move
is to avoid crowding at air-
portsso that all Covid proto-
cols are followed. TNN

‘Flights capped
at 60% of

pre-Covid level’ New Delhi: Less than a
month after the Mumbai poli-
ce said it had unearthed a
“TRP scam”, the government
on Wednesday constituted a
committee to review the ‘gui-
delines on television rating
agencies in India’.

The new com-
mittee, which will
be headed by Prasar
Bharati chief ex-
ecutive Shashi
Shekhar Vempati,
has been mandated with stu-
dying past recommendations
by various expert groups on
TV rating systems and will
revisit the I&B ministry’s ex-
isting guidelines on the sub-
ject to bring them up-to-speed
with latest technologies and
make the process more ro-
bust, credible and transpa-

rent. Last month, the Shashi
Tharoor-led parliamentary
panel on information tech-
nology had unanimously ag-
reed that the current system
of measuring audience esti-
mates through Television
Rating Points (TRPs) is “fla-
wed” and the technology it

depends on is “outda-
ted”.

There was also an
emphasis on need for
technological solutions
that universalise sam-
ples capturing diversi-

ty, scale of TV viewing in In-
dia. The four-member com-
mittee includes Shalabh, pro-
fessor of statistics at IIT
Kanpur, Pulok Ghosh, who te-
aches decision sciences at the
Centre for Public Policy and
Raj Kumar Upadhyay, execu-
tive director of Centre for De-
velopment ofTelematics.

Govt sets up panel
to review norms on
TRP measurement

Swati.Mathur@timesgroup.com

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala on
Wednesday joined a growing list of sta-
tes with non-BJP governments that
have withdrawn "general consent" for
the CBI to conduct any new investiga-
tion within their respective jurisdic-
tion. Maharashtra was the last state to
issue such an order in October.

While the agency henceforth 
cannot start a probe without the sta-
te's approval, the restriction isn't 
applicable to either existing cases un-
der CBI investigation or those sanctio-
ned by a court.

Sources said the trigger for the ca-
binet's decision to withdraw automa-
tic consent to any CBI probe, inclu-
ding suo motu ones, was the agency's
investigation into foreign funding for
the CPM-led government's flagship Li-
fe Mission social welfare housing pro-
ject. The investigation was based on a
complaint filed by Congress MLA
Anil Akkara, who represents Wadak-

kancherry constituency. The agency
had summoned the chief executive of-
ficer of Life Mission and other offici-
als based on the complaint, which ap-
parently irked the state government.
The Kerala high court last month issu-
ed an interim stay on the CBI probe.

"It has been decided to withdraw
the notification (of general consent),
based on the Delhi Special Police Es-
tablishment Act of 1946, which gave
the central agency power to conduct
investigation in the state and take up
cases suo motu," a source said.

The state government will issue an
executive order on Thursday.

The Life Mission probe had started
after names of key accused in the Thi-
ruvananthapuram gold smuggling
scandal popped up in connection with
the project in Wadakkancherry. Besi-
des allegations about the project get-
ting illegal foreign funding, there was
also talk of the main link in the
smuggling racket earning a commis-
sion through it.

Lens on key project, Kerala
moves to keep CBI out

TIMES NEWS NETWORK Ahmedabad: Twelve workers
were killed and nine injured in
multiple explosions at a chem-
ical processing unit in Guja-
rat’s Ganeshnagar, on the Pi-
plaj-Pirana road, on Wednes-
day morning.

People living within a 
five-km periphery of the exolo-
sions reported hearing blasts
that sounded like powerful
bombs.

Ironically, while there was
no loss of life reported from the
blasts site, 12 people working in
a garment packaging unit in
the neighbouring Nanubhai
estate, which shared a wall
with the unit, were killed in the
explosions. The deceased in-
cluded five women. Eyewit-
nesses said the impact of the
explosions flung many work-
ers out of the industrial unit
while others were buried un-
der concrete debris. TNN

Explosions at
Guj chemical

plant claims 12

It will also be a “strong disin-
centive” for superseded offi-
cers to seek a second career

in the “civvy street”, they said.
As per the October 29 letter

issued by the department of
military affairs (DMA), headed
by Chief of Defence Staff Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat, the retire-
ment age for ranks up to Colo-
nels in the Army and equiva-
lents in Navy and IAF will be
raised to 57 years from the exist-
ing 54. Similarly, it will be 58
years for Brigadiers (from 56)
and 59 for Major-Generals (from
58). Lt-Generals will continue to
serve till age of 60, with military
chiefs serving till 62 as before.

The retirement age for ja-
wans and JCOs (junior commis-
sioned officers) in non-combat
arms like logistics, technical
and medical branches will also
be raised to 57 years.

Full report on www.toi.in

Military chiefs
to serve till 62

as before
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