
��

����������������

������������������������

���������� ��������� ��� ����

�����������������������������������������

����������������������������

��

����������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������

����

������������ ������������

��������������������� �������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������



THE TIMES OF INDIA, PANAJI - GOA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 5TIMES CITY

Panaji: Not only has the pro-
cess for re-estimating Goa’s
ground water commenced as
on March 2020, new regula-
tions on groundwater gover-
nance are also on the anvil
for the state based on the July
2020 order of the National
Green Tribunal. In its order,
the NGT has specifically ban-

ned “general permission for
withdrawal of groundwa-
ter”, especially to commerci-

al entities, without an envi-
ronment impact assessment.

On Tuesday, the first mee-

ting of the state-level com-
mittee for re-estimation of
Goa’s groundwater was held
in Panaji. The meet was chai-
red by state secretary for wa-
ter resources and IAS officer
Sanjay Gihar, representati-
ves from the Bengaluru offi-
ce of the central ground wa-
ter board, chief engineer of
Goa’s water resources de-
partment Shrikant Patil, as
well as representatives from
different other related de-
partments in Goa.

The NGT’s order in July
had stated that permits issu-
ed for groundwater usage ha-
ve to be for specified quantity
of water and cannot be valid

for perpetuity. Usage of wa-
ter permitted should be mo-
nitored with digital flow met-
res and audited every year by
third parties, the NGT had
said. Swift action, including
blacklisting and prosecu-
tion, should be taken against
those who fail the audit, sta-
ted the order. 

The central ground water
board in its report last year
had stated that the overall
groundwater availability
scenario in Goa remains sa-
fe, but a ‘negligible to mode-
rate’ fall in water level was
recorded during the premon-
soon season. The board re-
port showed that groundwa-

ter consumption has gone up
in Goa.

This report was, however,
based on groundwater re-es-
timation up to March 2017.

Now, a more recent 
review of the groundwater
situation in Goa is being 
carried out. Increase in po-
pulation, tourism and com-
mercial activities is a con-
cern. The central board’s re-
port had agreed that the loss
due to the natural discharge
is 40% for Goa as against the
recommended figure of 5%.
This was because in case of
Goa the terrain is highly un-
dulating and laterite forma-
tions are highly porous. 

Regulate
Commercial

Use: NGT

Goa likely to get norms for groundwater usage

A review of the groundwater situation in Goa is being carried out
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Panaji: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday directed the re-
gistry to place the application
filed by a mining company se-
eking extension for transpor-
tation of ore before the bench
presided over by the chief jus-
tice of India (CJI).

A three judge bench headed
by Justice D Y Chandrachud no-
ted that in January the bench
presided by the CJI had granted
six months’ time to lift the mine-
ral/iron ore mined before
March 15, 2018. Hence, it reques-
ted the registry to place the mat-
ters seeking extension before
the CJI.

The lawyer appearing on be-
half of the company urged the
court to list the matters in the
course of next week. 

The mining company app-
roached the court stating that
the extension was being sought
as factors beyond their control
had affected ore transportation.
The factors, according to the
company, include time taken by
the state authorities to issue
transit permits, time taken to
clear stockyards, which had a
huge backlog due to the high co-
urt judgment, stoppage of

transportation during lock-
down imposed due to Covid,
restrictions imsposed on extent
of transportation (trips per ho-
ur), even after transportation
was allowed, limited availabili-
ty of labour due to the restric-
tions on passenger transport
and the hysteria surrounding
the pandemic.

Mine leaseholders had chal-
lenged an order of the high co-
urt, which had stopped trans-
portation of mined iron ore af-
ter March 15, 2018. The Supreme
Court had allowed mining lea-
seholders in the state to trans-
port mined iron ore extracted
between February 7 and March
15, 2018, and lying at the pithe-
ads, stockyards or any other 
storage places. 

SC tells registry
to place mining

co plea before CJI

SEEKING RELIEF
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Margao: The South Goa dis-
trict administration has 
pulled up its socks over the
much ignored issue of non-
functional CCTV cameras
across Margao. 

District collector Ajit Roy
on Tuesday held a meeting
with Margao municipality
officials, police and traffic
personnel over the matter. 

DGP Mukesh Kumar Me-
ena during his press briefing
in Margao last week in con-
nection with the Swapnil
Walke murder case had said
that installation of CCTV ca-
meras across the town and
enhanced police patrolling
were some of the measures
that the police would under-
take to strengthen law and or-
der apparatus in Margao.

Roy told TOI after the me-
eting on Tuesday that inputs
were taken from all stakehol-
ders over the issue.

Sources privy to the mee-
ting said that primarily, the
Margao Municipal Council
has been instructed to assess
the condition of the existing

CCTV cameras that were in-
stalled years ago under the
MPLAD scheme across the
town, and to explore the possi-
bility of getting them repaired.

Secondly, sources said,
the traffic police has identifi-
ed over a 100 locations across
Margao where CCTV came-
ras need to be installed. Whi-
le modalities for purchase
and installation of new 
surveillance cameras will
soon be worked out in consul-
tation with the government
agencies concerned, sources
said, it was suggested that
the work will be taken up in
phases considering the enor-
mous finances the project
would incur.

Margao CCTVs
come under focus

MMC has been instructed to
assess the condition of the
existing CCTV cameras

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Calangute: At a time when
there’s a hue and cry over
non-functioning of CCTV ca-
meras in major towns like
Margao and Vasco, Calangu-
te panchayat says the CCTV
surveillance system it instal-
led last year continues to
work round-the-clock, main-
taining constant vigil in the
tourism hub.

The CCTV camera surve-
illance system was inaugura-
ted in June 2019 by minister
for ports and Calangute MLA
Michael Lobo. The project
was undertaken at a cost of
Rs 90 lakh under the central
government’s ‘Swadesh
Darshan’ scheme.

“Except for around five
cameras, the other 40-odd ca-
meras are fully functional.
The fibre-optic cable has be-
en damaged in one area, due
to which we are not receiving
the footage from a few 
cameras,” pancha Shawn
Martins said.

The surveillance system
was installed as, during sea-

son time, a large number of
petty criminals descend on
the tourism hub. Numerous
incidents of pick-pocketing,
bag-snatching and robbing of
belongings kept in parked
cars are reported during pe-
ak season.

Footage from the CCTV
feed is also shared with the
Calangute police. “Whene-
ver there are any crime inci-
dents, CCTV footage from
that particular area is shared
with the Calangute police
which often helps in tracing
culprits,” Martins said.

‘Most CCTVs in
Calangute working’

The CCTV surveillance system
was inaugurated in June 2019 by
Calangute MLA Michael Lobo

TOI
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Panaji: In its reply to the
Goa State Human Rights
Commission, the police have
denied forcibly taking mur-
der accused Zenito Cardo-
zo's aunties to the police sta-
tion to interrogate them abo-
ut his whereabouts when he
was absconding.

Superintendent of police
(North) and police inspec-
tors of old Goa and Calangu-
te police station have sub-
mitted that they did not
abuse Cardozo’s relatives
and friends at the Taleigao
police outpost.

The police submitted the-
ir reply following the notices
issued to SP (North) and poli-
ce inspectors of Old Goa and
Calangute police station
over the alleged violation of
human rights by them 
while interrogating Cardo-
zo’s two aunties.

“The allegation of being
forcibly being brought at the
police outpost is incorrect.
So also other allegations ma-
de by the complainants in
the present complaint are to-
tally false and baseless, and
appears to have been made to
derail the process of investi-
gation,” SP North submitted
to the Goa Human Rights
Commission. 

The police added that the
four persons, including aun-
ties of Cardozo, had volunta-
rily appeared at the Taleigao
police outpost on July 23 to

enquire as to why police are
in search of Cardozo.

Police inspector at the po-
lice outpost informed them
that the police were sear-
ching for Cardozo as he was
the prime accused and has
been absconding, the com-
mission was informed. 

The police added that the
police inspector further qu-
estioned them to find out the
whereabouts of Zenito in 
the presence of a lady police
constable.

Stating that he is monito-
ring the investigation of Old
Goa police station into the
shootout at Merces which re-
sulted in the death of one
person, SP North added that
he didn’t not interact nor
abuse the relatives and fri-
ends of Cardozo at any point
of time. 

The police stated that va-
rious police teams from
North Goa were appointed
to assist Old Goa police in-

spector for investigation in-
to the crimes to trace the
prime accused person Car-
dozo from Santa Cruz who
was absconding 

The police team had visi-
ted likely places of his hideo-
uts in Goa and neighbouring
states of Maharshtra and
Karnataka but couldn’t tra-
ce him at the time, they infor-
med the commission. The
police team also visited resi-
dences of relatives and fri-
ends to apprehend him “but
couldn’t trace him”, they
further stated.

The two aunties of Car-
dozo, one of who used to live
with him until recently, filed
a complaint with the com-
mission stating that the poli-
ce threatened to give them
electric shocks and slap false
criminal cases against them
if they didn’t reveal the whe-
reabouts of their nephew
and if he didn’t surrender
before the police or court.

In reply to rights panel, cops
refute claims by Zenito’s kin

STATEMENT STATEMENT BY POLICEBY POLICE
 Allegations appear to 

have been 
made to derail 
process of 
investigation

  Four 
persons, 
including 
Cardozo’s 
aunties, 
voluntarily 
appeared at Taleigao outpost

  They were questioned 
about 
Zenito’s 
whereabouts 
in presence 
of a lady 
constable

  Didn’t 
interact 
nor abuse 
relatives, 

friends of Cardozo
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Saligao: Lifeguarding agency,
Drishti Marine on Tuesday re-
scued four tourists – three men
and a woman - at Vagator be-
ach. The tourists from Harya-
na and Delhi had ventured in-
to the sea in the afternoon de-
spite warnings by the lifegu-
ards on duty.

During the monsoon – June
to September – swimming at
beaches is banned as the sea is
normally rough. Red flags are
erected to desist beach goers
from entering the water. As the
tourists did not pay heed to
their warnings, the lifeguards
had kept a watch on them. TNN

Lifeguards rescue four tourists

Margao: Curtorim MLA Ale-
ixo Reginaldo Lourenco has
written to chief minister Pra-
mod Sawant urging him to ta-
ke action against illegal sand
mining in Curtorim. 

Pointing out that roads we-
re getting damaged due to
overloaded trucks, Laurenco
said, “Large scale sand mi-
ning has led to the collapse of
many bunds (embankment or
causeway) which in turn is le-
ading to flooding of agricultu-
ral fields and destruction of
agriculture.” 

“Transportation of sand is
a daily nightmare for the villa-
ge,” Lourenco said in his let-
ter, copies of which have been
marked to director general of
police (DGP), director of mi-
nes and geology, captain of
ports, south Goa collector,
and others.

He also pointed out that
sand-laden trucks are invol-
ved in accidents.

“In-stream mining is detri-
mental for Zuari river as it do-
es not conform to the guideli-
nes prepared by the Union mi-
nistry of environment, forest
and climate change (Mo-
EFCC) that the depth of mi-
ning in the river bed should
not exceed three meters or the
water level or whichever is
less. The changes are occur-
ring in the river hydrology
and leading to disastrous con-
sequences like depletion of
ground water levels,” the 
letter states. 

Act against
illegal sand

mining: Aleixo
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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