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Disinvestment of PSUs the right move
The latest Budget placed heavy 
emphasis on privatisation, and readers 
say it’s a necessary step as they share 
their thoughts on this week’s Time’s Face-Off debate on the merits of the 
public sector, with arguments from Pradeep Baijal, former disinvestment 
secretary and TRAI chairman, and K Ashok Rao, chief patron of the National 
Confederation of Officers’ Associations of Central Public Sector Undertakings

Has the public sector 
in India outlived its 
purpose?

WHAT READERS SAID
Rao made a very valid point of maintaining government 
control over strategic sectors of the economy rather 

than going full laissez-faire. Such a policy rarely bodes well 
for the have nots. Baijal’s comparison and justification with 
the Thatcherism model however was flawed mostly since the 
conditions of Britain in the 1980s and India in the 21st century 
are poles apart                                           — Abhilash Roy, KOLKATA

I disagree with Rao’s arguments. In the US and the Western world, 
key sectors like aviation, space, armaments are in the private 
sector without affecting security                  — VC Mohan, HYDERABAD

Whose arguments do you think were 
presented better?

62.5%
37.5%

No

Yes Baijal, 
Supports 
disinvestment 
of public 
sector

Rao, Against 
disinvestment 
of public 
sector

How did the #TimesFaceOff debate impact your stance on 
India’s public sector?

Artificially keeping a public 
sector alive, troubles the 
pockets of the taxpayers 
more than it deters 
concentration of wealth in 
the hands of magnates 
— Tanya Ahuja, CHANDIGARH

A change is required of course, 
but PSUs cannot be privatised. 
We should aim to remove 
PSUs from the clutches of 
politicians and babus through 
an administrative amendment
 — Ravinathan R, COIMBATORE

68.1% 23.6%8.3%

I now have more 
insights to support my 
initial stance

I have shifted my 
stance after reading 
the debate

The debate did not do 
much to add to or alter 
my initial stance

38.9%
61.1%

Indore: After 44 days be-
hind bars, an MBA student
of  Indore and Mumbaiker
Edwin Anthony — co-ac-
cused in the Munawar Faru-
qui case — walked out of  In-
dore central jail on Saturday
evening, bewildered by the
media attention.

They seemed unaware of
the controversy that has
erupted over their arrest.
On being told that it was be-
ing covered by internation-
al media as well, they were
surprised and asked, “What
are they writing about?”

As with Munawar, their
release too was cloaked in
suspense as it wasn’t clear if
a holiday at the high court
registry on Saturday would
keep them in prison until
Monday. Unlike Munawar,
however, they were let out of
the main gate.

At 7pm, clad in jeans and
jackets, they would have
passed for just another pair
of  youngsters out in the eve-
ning, but for the jail com-
pound — and the fact that

Anthony was barefoot. As
soon as they walked out, half
a dozen relatives rushed to-
wards them, and the father
of  one of  the accused
clapped his back, tears run-
ning down his eyes.

Anthony and the Indo-
rean seemed taken aback by
the media presence. They re-
fused to reply to queries ex-
cept for an expression of
surprise at being told about
the international attention.

Like Munawar, they reposed
trust in the judiciary.
“That’s what has helped us
and we have faith in the judi-
cial system,” said Anthony.

Just then, their relatives
gestured to them to get away
from the media and the duo
started sprinting towards a
hatchback that was waiting
with its doors open and en-
gine running. At 7.03pm, the
duo drove out of  the jail’s
main gates.

Their release was pre-
ceded by daylong drama.
The duo was granted ad in-
terim bail by Indore bench
of  high court on Friday. Sat-
urday, however, was a holi-
day at the HC registry.
Though the order was up-
loaded on the HC website,
there was apprehension
whether their lawyers
would be able to get certified
copies. The release orders
were finally received
around 5pm. Central jail
deputy superintendent LKS
Bhadoriya arrived at his of-
fice at 6:45 pm and signed the
release orders, and the
youngsters walked out 15
minutes later.

Munawar case: Two
more walk out of jail

Edwin Anthony and an MBA
student — co-accused in the
Munawar Faruqui case — walked
out of Indore central jail on
Saturday evening after 44 days

Karishma.Kotwal
@timesgroup.com

Jammu: In a big catch for J&K
police, a self-styled commander
of  The Resistance Force (TRF)
wanted for the killing of  three
BJP functionaries and a cop in
separate attacks in Kulgam last
October was arrested in Samba
district late Friday, IGP (Kash-
mir range) Vijay Kumar said on
Saturday. The capture of  Zahoor
Ahmad Rather comes a week af-
ter the arrest of  Lashkar-e-Mus-
tafa commander Hidayatullah
Malik in Jammu’s Kunjwani ar-
ea on February 6. TNN

Terrorist wanted
for killing of BJP

trio arrested
The sharpest finding con-

cerns the elderly who have
accounted for almost 70%

of  mortalities caused by Co-
vid-19 across the world. Infec-
tious diseases specialist, Dr Ta-
nu Singhal, from Kokilaben Am-
bani Hospital in Mumbai said,
“People who are older have toler-
ated the vaccine better than
younger people.” A doctor from a

municipal hospital in central
Mumbai said the elderly have
had fewer symptoms of  shorter
duration. Incidentally, the World
Health Organisation a few days
ago recommended use of  the
Covishield vaccine in people
aged 65 years and older despite
the lack of  evidence about its ef-
ficacy in the age group.

About 80% of  those who took
the vaccine said the symptoms
didn't affect their work.

Elderly have tolerated vaccine
better than young people: Doc
� From P 1

New Delhi: Amid all the bad news
worldwide around the Covid-19 sit-
uation, the application trend for
global business education in the
US has rebounded with a record
21% growth for the 2020 cycle. Ap-
plications for the Graduate Man-
agement Admission Test during
the pandemic for 731 global man-
agement programmes not only
registered a growth but also
bucked the negative growth trend
of  2019. 

An increased mobility of  Indi-
an students to the US for manage-
ment education due to the changes
in the policies by the new adminis-
tration is also being predicted.
This even as surveys of  the Gradu-
ate Management Admission Coun-
cil also reveal that 88% of  the cor-
porates are planning to accelerate

hiring of  MBAs. The total applica-
tion growth in 2020 registered a
2.4% growth as against –3.2% in
2019. Sangeet Chowfla, president
and CEO of  GMAC said: “In the
second quarter of  2020, we saw a lot
of  concern on study, travel restric-
tion, visa availability. In 2020, ap-
plication to US business schools ac-

tually grew to a record amount of
almost 21% and obviously the big-
gest growth was domestic (29%).
There was lower growth in inter-
national applications, but there
was still growth by about 14%. We
saw similar pictures for business
schools in Europe and Asia.”

For full report, visit www.toi.in

Amid pandemic, applications
for GMAT see a 21% growth 

Manash.Gohain@timesgroup.com

REVIVAL AMID PANDEMIC

Year Total 
Applications 

Total MBA 
Applications 

Total Business 
Master’s

2017 9.10 9.50 -7.50

2018 5.40 3.70 5.60

2019 -3.10 -6.90 5.40

2020 2.40 -0.20 14.30

Weighted Absolute Year-on-Year Change (in %)
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